
he West Michigan Whitecaps entered the 2008 season as the 
reigning title holders in the Midwest League, and continued 

their winning ways, taking home the championship for the second 
year in a row. But rather than resting on the fact that they simply 
play good ball, the Class A entry of the Detroit Tigers in the Minors 
went out of their way to create memorable experiences for their 
fans throughout the season.

The Whitecaps’ 2008 theme, “Never a Dull Moment!” was especially 
apparent when members of the Michigan Squad of the 501st Legion 
joined the team for Star Wars Night.

“The season’s biggest hit was Star Wars Night, where the club got 
the local chapter of the  Star Wars Fan Club involved in the planning 
and execution of the event,” reads the Whitecaps press release. 
“From Darth Vader throwing out the • rst pitch to special team 
jerseys for the night, it was a huge success.”
              More...

The 
Whitecaps 
mascot 
takes in 
the action 
with his 
new-found 
friends. 
Photo by 
Rob Brang.

Stormtroopers signed their TK numbers when asked for 
autographs by fans. Photo by Rob Brang. 
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A member of the 501st Legion designed the 
stormtrooper jerseys for Star Wars Night. Photo by 
Steve Bishop. 
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Baseball & Hot Troops
The West Michigan Whitecaps got in the Star Wars spirit, and won their division’s minor league championship two years in a row. Did 
stormtroopers give the team a winning edge? 
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Jon “Blasty” Leopold, the Michigan Squad leader, reports that the Whitecaps 
were awarded the 2008 Larry MacPhail Promotional Trophy, an award given 
annually by Minor League Baseball to a team that carries out exceptional 
promotional efforts in the season. “The main reason they won,” writes 
Leopold, “was because of their Star Wars Night and the LFL-approved 
jerseys the team wore, which were subsequently auctioned off for the 
Make-A-Wish Foundation.”

Costumed members of the 501st Legion joined the team for Star Wars night, 
posing for pictures with fans and autographing their TK numbers for kids. 
But the troopers were involved in even more creative ways. One of the 
501st members designed the special Star Wars jerseys worn by the team 
on the • eld, and eventually auctioned for charity, and a 501 st clone trooper 
played the National Anthem on the guitar at the start of the game. 

“It was amazing seeing the team walk onto the • eld wearing Star Wars-
style jerseys with stormtroopers on them!” concludes Leopold. “Add to that 
the fact that we raised over $3000 for Make-A-Wish, and you could tell the 
Force was strong that night.” 

A clone trooper plays the National Anthem while his Imperial comrades stand at 
attention. Photo by Steve Bishop.
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Make-A-Wish kid Carissa was presented a 
special Star Wars Whitecaps patch by Jon 
Leopold. Photo by Kelli Hepler.

Photos by Steve Bishop. 
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The Lucas• lm companies are teaming with very talented 
people, many of whom have loved Star Wars since a 
long time ago. David Collins is a perfect example of 
someone who has turned his passion for the galaxy 
into doing something he loves. An extra bonus for 
Collins is that in the process he gets to entertain his 
fellow fans.

For the past seven years, Collins has been creating 
award-winning game audio at LucasArts. As an 
Audio Lead and Voice Director, he has led the sound 
efforts on projects such as Battlefront II , Star Wars 
Republic Commando (for which he received a G.A.N.G. 
nomination for Sound Design of the Year in 2006), 
and is currently the Lead on Star Wars: The Force 
Unleashed. In total, Collins has worked on more than a 
dozen Star Wars projects since the year 2000. 

An actor himself, Collins has been in various television, 
radio, theater and game projects (the latter include the 
Battlefront  and KOTOR series, Empire at War, and as 
a race of Trandoshans in Republic Commando).  He 
voices the character of PROXY, the Apprentice’s droid 
sidekick, in the coming The Force Unleashed. He is 
deeply involved in casting and directing actors for facial 
Motion Capture, a technology that LucasArts and ILM 
use for next-generation games. 

Many fans will remember Collins as 
the host on the Digital Theater 
Stage at Star Wars Celebration 
IV last May in Los Angeles. 
From hosting the • rst glimpses 
of The Clone Wars animated 
television series to Star Wars
bellydancing lessons, Collins 
helped bring great Star Wars
memories to fans over the 
course of the event. He 
frequently travels to press 
events to speak about his 
passion: making great 
Star Wars games. 

David submitted these 
pictures to Bantha 
Tracks for “The Way We 
Were,” and took the 
time to provide great 
stories and memories 
to go with them.  

David Collins, then 
and now. The Audio 
Lead for Star Wars: 

The Force Unleashed, 
photographed in 1981 

in his Darth Vader 
costume, and recently, 
at work at LucasArts.

The Way We Were. . .
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“The picture with my grandparents was in 
August of 1983, and this holds a really, really 
special memory for me,” writes Collins. “My 
fondest memory of my grandfather is on 
this day. It was a hot, Northern California 
August day, and all the relatives were in 
town. They all wanted to go sit in a cool 
movie theater, and see a movie. 
Well, I immediately said that we 
all just had to go see Return of 
the Jedi. I had been allowed to 
see it three times already in the 
theater, and I thought we should 
go again!  

“But my family didn’t under-
stand. They had all seen it, 
and didn’t want to go. Instead, 
they wanted to see Mr. Mom.

“I. Was. Horri• ed!  I mean, 
no offense to Michael Keaton, 
but my 8-year-old brain just 
could not fathom how any soul on this earth could 
possibly go to a movie theater and see anything but Star Wars, 
if given the option! 

“I started to get really grumpy about this, and protested to my 
parents,” recalls Collins. “My grandfather, seeing my passion, 
calmly told my mother that they could all go and see Mr. Mom, 
and he would take me, just the two of us, to the other theater 
and see Return of the Jedi. 

“I was so excited, that I immediately 
began to tell Grandpa all about the 
movie. ‘Wait a second,’ I thought: ‘I have 
a book and a tape!  Let’s read it!’ Less 
than • ve minutes later, my grandfather 
read along as I • ipped through the 
storybook, and we listened to the tape. 

Artoo faithfully beeped every 
time we needed to turn 
the page, but I was barely 
listening. I was telling him 
the whole thing myself, out-
talking the tape.  

“That’s when this picture was 
taken. A couple hours later, 
my grandfather and I sat 
in the theater, and watched 
Return of the Jedi together. 
We both ooo’ed and ah’d at 
the big screen, and I quietly 
gave commentary to my 
grandfather, who spoke to 

me like I was an adult, and made me feel like a million bucks 
that day.

“While I think Empire is the greatest movie ever made, I will 
always have a special place in my heart for Return of the Jedi,” 
concludes Collins, “because of the day that I got to see it, for 
the fourth time, with my grandfather.”
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“The Hoth pictures were taken after a little league 
game in the early summer of ‘83. My Dad dumped 
out an ice chest, and because I had only seen 
snow once in my life (but I had seen The Empire 
Strikes Back about 50 times), I immediately  
wanted to play with all of my Star Wars toys, as if 
I were on Hoth,” recalls Collins.



P A R T  O F  T H E  T R I B E

To: Ms. Mary Franklin
Editor, Bantha Tracks

Dear Mary,
Your editorial in the most recent issue of Bantha Tracks
discussed how Star Wars fans are all part of a tribe. 
Reading your article has prompted me to share with you 
about how six teenagers spread throughout the North 
American continent have met, bonded and considered 
themselves blessed to be part of the Star Wars Tribe!

The love for everything Star Wars probably began at 
different ages for each of these teenagers, but we know 
that it occurred in each of them at a young age. Eric and 
his cousin, Daniel, both 17, live in the Chicago area. From 
the Southern U.S. is 16-year-old Jesse from Palm Beach 
Gardens, Florida. David hails from Racine, Wisconsin 
and Lauren lives in Brook• eld, Wisconsin.  They are 17 
and 18 years-old, respectively. Finally, our northern-most 
member, Mike, age 14, resides in British 
Columbia, Canada.

The Family of Star Wars at Celebration IV: Connie Pfeifer (Mom 
of Eric), Jerri Blaney (Mom of Jesse), Jesse Schmitt (Fan Club 
Member), Lauren Slattery (Fan Club Member), Eric Pfeifer (Fan 
Club Member), Daniel Kritchevsky (Fan Club Member), Mike 
Slattery (Father of Lauren).  

More....
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We fans can’t help it. We dress our kids up in Star Wars costumes, and sometimes we can’t help 
but get our pets involved in our passion, too.
 
Some pets, however, like Mara Jade (with toy tauntaun) and Tauntaun (posing as Jabba), who rule 
the household of Jon Leopold, seem to get into the spirit all on their own. 

O u r  S t a r  W a r s  P e t s



Each would tell you that they initially felt alone in 
pursuing their Star Wars interests, even isolated at 
times.  Each of their parents felt a tug in their hearts to 
devote time, money and energy into • nding ways for 
them to follow their dreams and 
to meet peers that enjoyed the 
world of Star Wars as much as 
they did.  The plans and travels 
began. There were multiple 
trips to Star Wars Weekends at 
Disney’s MGM Studios.  

Then came Comic-Con in 
San Diego, Wizard World in 
Chicago, Celebration III in 
Indianapolis, and Celebration 
IV in Los Angeles.  At each of 
these events, parents and their 
teenager sought community (a 
tribe).  Over the years, they 
found one.  Even better than 
belonging to a large tribe of 
tens of thousands of members 
of all ages with a love for Star 
Wars, was belonging to a 
smaller, mini tribe of teenagers 
that could costume together, 
create movies together, 
test each other’s trivia knowledge together, attend 
conventions together and basically just do anything 
and everything Star Wars together!  And to that, the 
parents and teenagers all say, ‘Finally!  We have found 
a place to belong!  We have • nally found a Tribe!’

Thankfully, today’s technology allows these teenagers 
to stay in touch between major Star Wars events and 
occasional visits, even though they are physically 
separated by distance.  Their strong connection with 

At home before Wizard World in Chicago:  Eric Pfeifer (Fan Club 

Member) and David Myers.

each other has ignited the camaraderie and sense of 
community with the parents and siblings, as well.  We 
dine together, laugh together and de• nitely count our 
blessings regarding each other together.

So to you, Mary Franklin, 
and to all of the other 
members of the global 
Star Wars Tribe, we say, 
“Thank You.”  It has been 
an incredible quest for 
community and friendship, 
and these young people 
and their families have been 
blessed by being members 
of the Star Wars Tribe.  

Keep the Star Wars events 
coming!

Connie Pfeifer

P.S. Lauren Slattery and 
Mike Gallo were in the CIV 
Costume Contest.  Lauren 
took  1st place in the Galactic 
Apparel as Princess Leia.  
Jesse Schmitt has won 1st

place at Disney Weekends in the Adult Trivia contest.  
Eric Pfeifer has won 3rd place at Disney Weekends in 
the Adult Trivia Contest and managed also at Disney to 
get into the “hot seat” to play “Who Wants to be a Star 
Wars Millionaire?” 

Bantha Tracks Submission Guidelines : Any 

original art, envelope art, comics, illustrations, 

news, stories, meeting information, or any 

materials voluntarily submitted become the 

property of Bantha Tracks. No compensation will 

be given for voluntary submissions, and there 

is no guarantee of publication. Submissions 

to Bantha Tracks will not be returned. 

Each submission must include the creator’s 

name, age, contact information, date the work 

was created, and a statement that the work is 

original, created by the person submitting it, and 

that the person is a member of Hyperspace: The 

Of• cial Star Wars Fan Club. Send electronic • les 

to banthatracks@starwars.com, or send your 

snail mail to Bantha Tracks, c/o Mary Franklin, 

P.O. Box 29901, San Francisco, CA 94912.

At Celebration IV:  Lauren Slattery (Fan Club Member), 
R2D2 (I’m sure he’s a Fan Club Member), and Mike Gallo. 
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Bantha Tracks  Art Galaxy

Star Wars artist Kyle 
Babbitt submitted his 

study in Goldenrod: 
C-3PO

Captain Han 
Solo by artist 

Neil Gumz
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Bantha Tracks  Art Galaxy

Artist Bryan Morton calls this his “Fan Celebration IV poster,” referring to it as his version, as a fan, 
of the artists’ Celebration Art Show work.
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